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SUBJECT: PEREZ JIMENEZ MUM ON SURROGATE 

REF: A. CARACAS 8024 OCT 17, 1972; B. CARACAS 0459 

SUMMARY: AS APPROVAL OF CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT WHICH WILT. 
PRECLUDE 

PJ CANDIDACY GOES THROUGH FINAL STAGES, EX- DICTATOR MARCOS PEREZ 
JIMENEZ ( PJ) CONTINUES TO BIDE HIS TIME BEFORE MAKING KNOWN WHO, IF 
ANYONE, HE WILL SUPPORT IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. END SUMMARY. 

1. SEVENTEEN STATES ( ONLY 14 REQUIRED) HAVE RATIFIED CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT PASSED BY CONGRESS IN NOVEMBER, WHICH STATES THAT NO 
ONE 

CONVICTED AND SENTENCED TO THREE YEARS OR MORE FOR CRIMES 
COMMITTED 

IN OFFICE MAY BE ELECTED PRESIDENT, SENATOR, DEPUTY, OR SUPREME 
COURT JUSTICE ( REF A). AMENDMENT WILL PRECLUDE PJ CANDIDACY FOR 
DECEMBER 1973 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. SECRETARY OF SENATE EXPECTS 
CONGRESS TO TAKE FINAL STEP, CERTIFICATION OF STATE RATIFICATIONS, 
THIS MONTH. 

2. PEREZ JIMENEZ AND HIS ADVISOR PEDRO ESTRADA CONTINUE TO MEET 
WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF PEREZJIMENISTA GROUPS AND OTHERS WHO HOPE 
TO GAIN BY AGREEMENT WITH PJ. FOLLOWING PEDRO TINOCO' S TALKS WITH 
PJ IN JANUARY ( REF B), DESARROLLISTA JOSE ANTONIO ABREU CARRIED ON 
TALKS WITH PJ AND ESTRADA TO DRAW UP PROGRAM AGREEABLE TO PJ AND 
DESARROLLISTAS. 
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ACCORDING TO DESARROLLISTA JOSE TORO HARDY, BASIC ISSUE IS 
PETROLEUM, 

AND AGREEMENT HAS BEEN REACHED THAT PRODUCTION SHOULD BE 
EXPANDED, 

USING FOREIGN INVESTMENT. ACCORDING TO TORO, PJ STILL HOLDS RANCOR 
AGAINST US, BUT IS PRAGMATIC AND WOULD NOT LET THIS FEELING STAND IN 
WAY OF ACHIEVING OBJECTIVES SUCH AS FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN PETROLEUM 
OR ITS MARKETING. DESARROLLISTAS HOPE TO OBTAIN PJ' S AGREEMENT ON 
PROGRAM, AND THEN PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR TINOCO AFTER HE HAS 
ANNOUNCED 

HIS CANDIDACY. DESARROLLISTA MONEY PLUS PEREZJIMENISTA POPULAR 
FOLLOWING WOULD BE POWERFUL ELECTORAL COMBINATION, BUT EVEN IF PJ 
SHOULD AGREE TO SUPPORT TINOCO QUESTION REMAINS HOW MUCH OF PJ 
APPEAL 

COULD BE TRANSFERRED TO HIM. 

3. GENERAL ( R) MARTIN GARCIA VILLASMIL RETURNED FROM TALKS WITH PJ 
IN MADRID APRIL 6 AND TOLD PRESS PJ WILL DECIDE IN MAY OR JUNE 
WHICH OF TWO CANDIDATES, ONE OF WHOM IS GARCIA, HE WILL BACK. TORO 
SAYS GARCIA AND TINOCO HAVE BEEN IN CONTACT AND GARCIA HAS AGREED 
TO GO ALONG IF TINOCO GETS PJ NOD. 

4. PJ HAS ALSO BEEN IN CONTACT WITH COPEI AND MOVIMIENTO AL 
SOCIALISMO ( MAS) REPRESENTATIVES. JOVITO VILLALBA, CANDIDATE OF 
UNION REPUBLICANA DEMOCRATICA, PUBLICLY SEEKS VOTES OF PJ 
FOLLOWERS. 

MIGUEL ANGEL BURELLI RIVAS NO LONGER HOPES FOR PJ' S PUBLIC SUPPORT. 
ALL THESE HOPE PJ WILL NAME NO ONE, AS EACH WOULD EXPECT TO PICK 
UP VOTES THAT WOULD HAVE GONE TO PJ- DESIGNEE. 

5. PJ PARTIES HAVE BEGUN TO PROPOSE NOMINATION OF OWN LEADERS 

- LUIS FELIPE LLOVERA PAEZ OF PARTIDO NACIONALISTA INTEGRACION AL- 
ISTA ( PNI), PABLO SALAS CASTILLO OF CRUZADA CIVICA NACIONALISTA 
( CCN), AND ALEGANDRO GOMEZ SILVA OF FRENTE UNIDO NACIONALISTA 
( FUN) - AS POTENTIAL CAMPORA- LIKE STAND- IN FOR PJ OR AS THEIR OWN 
CANDIDATE IF PJ NAMES NO ONE. STILL, ALL MAINTAIN THAT PJ IS THEIR 
CANDIDATE, CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT NOTWITHSTANDING, UNLESS HE 
SAYS 

OTHERWISE. CCN HAS VOWED TO CHALLENGE AMENDMENT IN SUPREME 
COURT. PJ COULD MAINTAIN HIS OWN CANDIDACY UNTIL COURT DECISION, 
USING 

CAMPAIGN TO GATHER SUPPORT FOR PEREZJIMENISTA CONGRESSIONAL 
SLATES 

AND TO ATTACK ESTABLISHMENT PARTIES ( ESPECIALLY AD). THEN SHOULD HE 
LOSE COURT CASE ( AS IS LIKELY) HE COULD STILL THROW HIS SUPPORT TO 
ANOTHER REGISTERED CANDIDATE ( POSSIBLY TINOCO) OR FREE FOLLOWERS 
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5. PI COULD MAKE HIS DECISION KNOWN IN MID APRIL, WHEN CCN 
CONVENTION MEETS AND PNI DELEGATION RETURNS FROM MADRID. 
HOWEVER, PERIOD FOR FORMAL REGISTRATION OF CANDIDACIES IS NOT 
UNTIL JUNE 1 - JULY 3 1 . IT WOULD BE TYPICAL OF PJ TO KEEP ALL 
HOPEFULS DANGLING UNTIL LAST MINUTE. MEANWHILE, RUMORS WILL FLY, 
BUT ONLY PJ HIMSELF WILL REALLY KNOW WHAT HE IS THINKING AND 
PLANNING. 

MCCLINTOCK 
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